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Extremely basic examples for citing sources in APA 
Remember, the first word in the in-text citation must be the same as the first word in the reference-list entry. 

 

In-text citations: 

The world certainly has gotten exciting lately. First, one democratic politician is saying that ex-

President Bill Clinton should have resigned when the Monica Lewinski scandal broke (Jenkins, 2017).  

Kirsten Gillibrand, a New York Democrat, said, “Yes, I think that is the appropriate response” (as cited in 

Jenkins, 2017). If that isn’t enough, people may not be able to get their favorite type of imported rodent 

anymore. (“HHS Bans Rodent Imports,” 2003). In addition, Mayo Clinic’s definition of kidney pain has 

been updated recently (Mayo Clinic, 2017). Let’s hope we can all keep it together. 

 

Reference-page citations: 
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More questions (all clickable links except #9): 
1. How do I do the in-text citation when there is more than one author? 
2. How to I create the reference-page entry when there is more than one author? 
3. How do I cite a secondary source (when I want to use a quote that the author quoted from 

someone else)? 
4. When do I uses abbreviations in citations (“CDC” rather than “Centers for Disease Control”)? 
5. When do I use quotation marks? 
6. What do I do if there is no date? 
7. What if my source is someone I interviewed? 
8. What do I capitalize?  
9. Do I cite the source if I put it in my own words (paraphrase)? YES, YOU DO!  
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